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Book Reviews 



A Treatise on the Modern Law of Evidence. By Chas. F. 
Chamberlayne, edited by H. C. Joyce. Matthew Bender & Co., 109 
State St., Albany, N. Y. 1916. pp. xvi, 1215. 

This volume supplies an omission in the monumental work of 
Chamberlayne on Evidence by the insertion of a table of cases 
for the entire five volumes. It also completes for the profession 
the treatise on Evidence by the inclusion of the topics not 
covered in the four volumes : documents, public and private, parol 
evidence, best evidence and witnesses. It thus rounds out a com- 
plete treatise on the subject. The topics in the fifth volume are 
not treated with the fullness and analysis which characterized the 
text of Chamberlayne but contain a fair summary of the present 
state of the law with some sound comment on its policy. The 
most prominent feature is the copiousness of citations which has 
crowded the text often to one or two lines on the top of the page. 
The industrious seeker for a case in point in his own jurisdiction 
is well supplied. He cannot afford to ignore this volume, which 
often classifies the precedents in very convenient fashion. The 
decisions in evidence, however, come too fast for any single 
compiler to catch them all. For example, of twelve interesting 
cases on the parol evidence rule in California in the last few years 
not one is cited and only one of the important cases bearing on 
the impeachment of one's own witness by inconsistent statements. 

A court that has to decide on its power to order inspection of 
the plaintiff's body in a personal injury case is confronted with 
a difficult question: If the power is denied the court is accused 
of indulging in a fallacious sentimentality ; if the power is approved 
the court is charged with rendering a railroad decision. Whether 
or not the Supreme Court of the United States was right in 
denying the power in Union Pacific Ry. Co. v. Botsf ord ( 141 U. S. 
250) the responsibihty should not be placed, as it is by the author 
(§3597), on Mr. Justice Holmes for an opinion by Mr. Justice 
Gray delivered ten years before the former became a member of 
the Supreme Court. 

A. M. K. 



A Sketch of English Legal History. By Frederic W. 
Maitland and Francis C. Montague. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 2 West 
45th St., New York. 1915. pp. x, 229. $1.50. 

Professor Colby has done a service to American readers in 
reprinting from Traill's Social England the chapters on the earlier 
history of English law by Maitland, and those by Professor Monta- 
gue on its modem history. Collateral readings suggested at the 



